
VIDEO:  Interview  with
undefeated  Lightweight
Michael Dutchover

UNDEFEATED  PROSPECTS  RUBEN
VILLA  AND  MICHAEL  DUTCHOVER
TOUR  THE  FIGHTING  CITY  OF
PHILADELPHIA
PHILADELPHIA, PA – May 30, 2019 – Highly touted undefeated
prospects, featherweight Ruben Villa and lightweight Michael
Dutchover visited the historic boxing city of Philadelphia
where they took in some of the iconic sites and ate the
Philadelphia delicacy of a “Philly Cheesesteak.” 
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Villa  and  Dutchover  are  visiting  Philadelphia  to  see  co-
promoter Banner Promotions, and then on Friday they will head
up  the  Jersey  Turnpike  to  attend  the  Boxing  Writers
Association of America Awards Dinner and The Copacabana in New
York City.
The two highly regarded prospects also went to the Art Museum
and posed with the Rocky Statue, The Liberty Bell and Steak
Sandwich eateries, Pat’s and Geno’s.
Villa and Dutchover are coming off impressive performances on
May 10th in bouts that were televised on ShoBox: The New
Generation that was Live on SHOWTIME.



Villa (16-0, 5 KOs) of Salinas, California won a 10-round
unanimous decision over Luis Alberto Lopez.  Dutchover (13-0,
10  KOs)  of  Midland,  Texas  scored  an  explosive  1st  round
stoppage over Rosekie Cristobal.
Villa and Dutchover are co-promoted by Banner Promotions and
Thompson Boxing.
For regular updates on our fighters, events, and promotions,
please like the Banner Promotions Facebook Page, and follow us
on Instagram and Twitter @BannerBoxing







JERMALL  CHARLO  VS.  BRANDON
ADAMS  HOUSTON  PRESS
CONFERENCE QUOTES & PHOTOS
HOUSTON (May 30, 2019) – Unbeaten WBC Interim Middleweight
Champion and Houston-native Jermall Charlo went face to face
with middleweight contender Brandon Adams Thursday at a press
conference  in  Charlo’s  hometown  to  preview  their  showdown
Saturday, June 29 live on SHOWTIME (9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT) from
NRG Arena and presented by Premier Boxing Champions.

Tickets for the live event, which is promoted by Lions Only
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Promotions and TGB Promotions, are on sale now and can be
purchased through Ticketmaster. Charlo vs. Adams is promoted
in association with Banner Promotions and The Tournament of
Contenders.

In the SHOWTIME CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING® main event, Charlo will
fight in Houston for the first time since 2012, as he looks to
further  cement  his  place  amongst  the  middleweight  elite
against Adams, who shot up the 160-pound rankings by winning
the 2018 reboot of The Contender.

Here is what the press conference participants had to say
Thursday from Hotel ZaZa Museum District in Houston:

JERMALL CHARLO

“Me  and  my  brother  Jermell  have  been  through  so  much  in
boxing. We’ve been doing it since we were eight-years-old. To
make it to this world class level and to do it for Houston, it
feels great.

“It’s going to be fireworks. I’m coming for the knockout every
time. Houston is hot and the heat is going to be there fight
night. I’m going to do what I normally do and give the crowd
excitement.

“Ronnie Shields has changed me from being a kid to realizing
who I am as a man in the sport of boxing. He’s had world
champions before me so I know he can judge my progression.
He’s going to make sure I stay at this level.

“I’m walking in the ring and I’m handling my business. This is
definitely a step up fight for Brandon Adams, but I’m only
worried about what I have to do. I’m just going to prepare to
be my best. We’re going to both give it our all and I will be
victorious.

“Boxing is about experiences and I’m still learning. I’m going
to have my ups and downs, because no fighter is perfect. But I



will  always  prepare  myself  well  and  that’s  why  I’m  still
undefeated. I needed a fight like my last one to get even
better.

“I’m going to finish this fight. My goal is to make quick work
of Brandon and show him that there are levels to this. You
might be a contender, but it’s another thing to be a champion.

“I get a lot of juice from the hometown crowd. Just having my
family there alone is what I really need to get the nerves and
excitement to where I need them. I’m going to be comfortable
and I’m going to stick to my game plan. I’m not here to make
mistakes.

“Thus far camp has been great. I feel awesome and I’m well
prepared.  It’s  an  amazing  feeling  to  be  fighting  in  my
hometown. It’s almost a dream come true to me. To have my own
card at this level and on this stage, it shows the support
Houston has for me.”

BRANDON ADAMS

“I appreciate the opportunity I have to step into the ring
with this man across from me. I’m super excited about it and I
can’t wait. These are two top fighters getting in the ring and
we’re going to give the fans a show.

“It’s not just what I see in Jermall, it’s what I believe in
myself. The combo of working with Dub Huntley and Freddie
Roach is perfect. They are both seasoned vets and they teach
me something new every day.

“I didn’t expect my road to be easy because it’s never been
easy for me. I’m on the road and I understand that. I’m
prepared to pack my bags and go wherever I need to, so that I
can become what I’m supposed to become. The best man will win
on June 29.

“Before The Contender I felt that I didn’t have an opportunity



to show how good I am. During the whole series it was about
getting  back  in  the  ring  and  shaking  off  the  rust,  then
showcasing who I am.

“Winning The Contender helped get me here, but I always had
confidence and believed in myself since day one. In choosing
to accept Charlo’s challenge, I had it in my mind that I
belong here.

“It was pressure every time I fought on The Contender. Each
round were quality opponents leading up to the final and all
of that will prepare me for Charlo. He deserves everything
he’s gotten and I respect him as a man, but I’m going to take
advantage of this opportunity.

“His team didn’t have to fight me, but they chose to. I
appreciate his fans coming out to support him because they’ll
see both of us. Hopefully I can win some of them over.”

RONNIE SHIELDS, Charlo’s Trainer

“We’ve done a lot of studying of Brandon Adams and he’s a
really good fighter. Winning The Contender is not an easy
feat. He’s truly a contender, so we have to make sure we’re
working hard every single day.

“We’re not sitting back and waiting for someone to fight us.
We have to continue to be busy. You still have to fight hard
fights when you’re at the top and that’s what we’re doing.
We’re preparing the right way.

“I’m so happy that everybody has come out to support Jermall
because he’s been waiting to make his homecoming and this is
it. It’s important to see everyone on his side.”

DUB HUNTLEY, Adams’ Trainer

“I hope everybody comes out for this one because it’s going to
be a great fight. I’ve been with Brandon for a long time and I
know that he’s going to win this fight and put on a memorable



performance. Charlo is a great fighter but Brandon has all the
tools  necessary  to  come  into  his  hometown  and  get  the
victory.”

# # #

ABOUT CHARLO VS. ADAMS
Charlo vs. Adams will pit unbeaten WBC Interim Middleweight
Champion  and  Houston-native  Jermall  Charlo  against
middleweight  contender  Brandon  Adams  in  Charlo’s  hometown
return Saturday, June 29 live on SHOWTIME from NRG Arena in
Houston and presented by Premier Boxing Champions.

SHOWTIME CHAMPIONSHIP BOXINGbegins at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT and
features  hard-hitting  super  welterweight  Erickson  “Hammer”
Lubin taking on French contender Zakaria Attou in a 12-round
WBC title elimination bout in the co-main event. Opening the
telecast is a WBA featherweight title eliminator between slick
Mexican southpaw Eduardo Ramirez and power-punching Dominican
Claudio Marrero.

For  more  information  visit  www.SHO.com/Sports,
www.PremierBoxingChampions.com,  follow  on  Twitter
@ShowtimeBoxing,  @PremierBoxing,  @TGBPromotions  and
@Swanson_Comm  or  become  a  fan  on  Facebook  at
www.Facebook.com/SHOBoxing.

UNDEFEATED  FEATHERWEIGHT
PROSPECT  RUBEN  VILLA
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OUTPOINTS LUIS ALBERTO LOPEZ
IN MAIN EVENT OF SHOBOX: THE
NEW  GENERATION  FRIDAY  ON
SHOWTIME®
CORONA, Calif. – May 10, 2019 – Undefeated prospect Ruben
Villa stayed true to his calm and consistent style, recording
a unanimous decision over Luis Alberto Lopez in his first
main-event appearance on ShoBox: The New Generation Friday
from Omega Products Events Center in Corona, Calif.

The judges’ scorecards read 98-92, 97-93 and 96-94 in the
featherweight bout, although all three ShoBox commentators had
Villa winning each round except the 10th round, giving the
final round to Lopez (17-2, 8 KOs) in a fight that saw nearly
1,400 punches thrown.

“I give myself a ‘C’ grade,” said Villa, making his second
consecutive ShoBox appearance. “He was a tough opponent and
had a real awkward style and wasn’t really a boxer. It took me
awhile  to  adjust  to  him  and  it  was  hard  not  to  get
frustrated.”

Taken the 10-round distance for the first time in his career,
the 22-year-old Villa (16-0, 5 KOs) of Salinas, Calif., took
the  first  two  rounds  to  get  used  to  the  top-15  ranked
contender Lopez’s awkward style before he began landing heavy
body shots to dominate the third round.

In the seventh round, Villa out-jabbed Lopez and continued the
onslaught of body punches in the ninth round, but was not able
to get the knockout against the game Lopez.

“I agreed with the judges’ scorecards,” the two-time National
Golden Gloves Amateur Champion Villa said. “I still got the
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unanimous decision win so I have no problem with that. I can
take a whole lot from this fight tonight.”

Lopez was coming off an upset victory over Ray Ximenez in his
U.S. debut in February but could not repeat the feat against
the highly regarded Villa.

“I  hit  him  with  the  better  shots,”  Lopez  said.  “I  was
consistently throwing and landing the power shots while he was
just jabbing. I felt good. It’s a complicated to fight a
lefty, but I thought I landed the punches that scored.”

In  the  co-feature,  undefeated  21-year-old  rising  prospect
Michael  Dutchover  (13-0,  10  KOs)  made  quick  work  of  late
replacement  Rosekie  Cristobal  (15-4,  11  KOs)  of  the
Philippines,  connecting  on  a  right-left  combination  to
Cristobal’s liver that sent him to both knees before being
counted out by referee Zachary Young at 1:46 of the first
round of a scheduled eight-round super lightweight contest.

In his ShoBox debut, Dutchover of Santa Fe Springs, Calif., by
way of Midland, Texas, recorded six body connects among his 11
landed  power  punches  in  the  fight  that  lasted  just  109
seconds.

“I have to be able to adjust,” said Dutchover, a runner-up at
the 2016 National Golden Gloves and a bronze medalist in the
2016 Olympic qualifiers. “I was given a tall lefty on short
notice due to the original opponent dropping out. Part of
being a professional is being able to adapt. It’s nothing I
haven’t seen before. I’ve seen pretty much every style through
the amateurs and now during sparring sessions as a pro.”

Dutchover added: “I was patient and waited for the open shots.
He wasn’t covering up the body so that was my target. The plan
from the beginning was to break him down. I’m just happy I was
able to end it early and give the fans something to talk
about.”



In  the  opening  bout  of  the  tripleheader,  undefeated
bantamweight prospect Saul Sanchez (12-0, 7 KOs) recorded an
eighth-round knockout against Brandon Benitez (14-2, 6 KOs) in
an entertaining and all-action fight.

After an even first round, Sanchez and Benitez continued to
trade shots over the first three rounds before Benitez’s legs
began to betray him and he tired midway through the fourth,
slowing the pace of the fight considerably. Sanchez, of North
Hollywood, Calif., landed three huge punches that staggered
Benitez as the fourth round came to a close, stoking the
undefeated  prospect  with  confidence  as  the  fight  reached
progressed to the later rounds.

In the seventh round, Mexico’s Benitez suffered an injury over
his right eye from a Sanchez punch, and referee Raul Caiz Jr.
warned Benitez prior to the eight round to protect himself. At
the start of the eighth round, a flush right hand by the 21-
year-old Sanchez connected cleanly and Caiz Jr. stepped in and
stopped the fight after just 18 seconds.

“I felt strong throughout the fight,” Sanchez said. “Benitez
was tough so I had to be careful and aggressive at the same
time. I know I hurt him a handful of times, but I know I can
do better. My conditioning was great. I was ready to go the
distance.”

Sanchez out-landed the 21-year-old Benitez 145-94 overall and
123-78 in power connects while landing 42 percent of his power
shots to Benitez’s 29 percent.

“I was responding well in every round,” said Benitez from
Queretaro, Mexico. “I don’t know why the referee stopped it. I
had a lot more left. I’m just disappointed I wasn’t allowed to
finish the fight.”

In Non-Televised Action

Former world title contender Petr Petrov (40-6-2, 20 KOs), who



at 36 still campaigns as a lightweight, made easy work of
former interim world title-chalenger Ruben Tamayo (27-13-4, 18
KOs)by dropping him three times in the second round to win via
knockout at the 2:59 mark.

Petrov, stalked Tamayo from the opening bell and split his
guard  numerous  times  with  a  stiff  right.  Tamayo  looked
overwhelmed from the start and was fortunate to exit the fight
when he did.

Middleweight  contender  and  2018  champion  of  The  Contender
champion  Brandon  Adams  was  interviewed  during  Friday’s
telecast to discuss his June 29 SHOWTIME CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING®
showdown with undefeated Jermall Charlo, which was announced
earlier on Friday.

“I’m a new face,” Adams told Hall of Famer Steve Farhood. “I’m
in the top 10. I’m in the discussion and I think that’s enough
to shake everything up. The guy that comes out to nowhere is a
great story for boxing.

“I hope I get the best Charlo because I’m bringing the best
‘Cannon.’ I’m very fan friendly and I definitely go for the
kill. When I get in the ring I like to entertain myself. I’m
very much looking forward to fighting Charlo. It’s going to be
exciting.”

Friday’s  fights  were  promoted  by  Banner  Promotions  and
Thompson Boxing. The full telecast will replay on Monday, May
12 at 10 p.m. ET/PT on SHOWTIME EXTREME and will be available
on SHOWTIME ANYTIME® and SHOWTIME on DEMAND®.

Barry Tompkins called the action from ringside with boxing
historian Steve Farhood and former world champion Raul Marquez
serving as expert analysts. The executive producer was Gordon
Hall  with  Richard  Gaughan  producing  and  Chuck  McKean
directing.

# # #



For  more  information  visit  www.sho.com/sports  follow  on
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, #ShoBox, or become a fan
on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/SHOSports.

About ShoBox: The New Generation
Since its inception in July 2001, the critically acclaimed
SHOWTIME  boxing  series,  ShoBox:  The  New  Generation  has
featured young talent matched tough. The ShoBox philosophy is
to televise exciting, crowd-pleasing and competitive matches
while  providing  a  proving  ground  for  willing  prospects
determined to fight for a world title. Some of the growing
list  of  the  79  fighters  who  have  appeared  on  ShoBox  and
advanced to garner world titles includes: Errol Spence Jr.,
Andre Ward, Deontay Wilder, Erislandy Lara, Shawn Porter, Gary
Russell  Jr.,  Lamont  Peterson,  Guillermo  Rigondeaux,  Nonito
Donaire, Devon Alexander, Carl Froch, Robert Guerrero, Timothy
Bradley, Jessie Vargas, Juan Manuel Lopez, Chad Dawson, Paulie
Malignaggi,  Ricky  Hatton,  Kelly  Pavlik,  Paul  Williams  and
more.

Former  Two-Time  World  Title
Challenger  Petr  Petrov  in
Action  Tonight  in  Corona,
Califronia
PHILADELPHIA, PA / CORONA, CA. (May 10, 2019) – Tonight at the
Omega  Products  International,  former  two-time  world  title
challenger Petr Petrov will look for his 2nd consecutive win
when he takes on former interim world title challenger Ruben
Tamayo in a scheduled eight-round lightweight bout.
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The Petrov – Tamayo bout will take place prior to a ShoBox:
The New Generation tripleheader Live on Showtime® that will
feature Ruben Villa against Luis Alberto Lopez as well Michael
Dutchover making his ShoBox debut against Rosekie Cristobal at
10:30 PM ET/PT

Petrov (39-6-2, 20 KOs) of Madrid, Spain is coming off a 3rd
round stoppage over Hermin Isava on March 23rd in Spain.

Tamayao of Ciudad, Mexico has a record of 27-12-4 with 18
knockouts, has wins over Efrain Esquivas (17-2-1) and Rafael
Reyes (6-0) on his ledger. Tamayo challenged Jesus Cuellar for
the WBA Interim Featherweight title.

Highlights of the Petrov – Tamayo fight will be shown on a
stream that can be seen on www.banner-promotions.com and The
Banner  Promotions  Facebook  page  following  the  ShoBox  card
going off the air.

Petrov is promoted by Banner Promotions.

For regular updates on our fighters, events, and promotions,
please like the Banner Promotions Facebook Page, and follow us
on Instagram and Twitter @BannerBoxing

Unbeaten  Top  Middleweight
Jermall Charlo Makes Hometown
Return  to  Battle  Brandon
Adams Saturday, June 29 live
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on SHOWTIME® from NRG Arena
in Houston and Presented by
Premier Boxing Champions
HOUSTON (May 10, 2019) – Unbeaten WBC Interim Middleweight
Championand Houston-native Jermall Charlo will return to his
hometown  to  defend  against  middleweight  contender  Brandon
Adams Saturday, June 29 live on SHOWTIME from NRG Arena in
Houston and presented by Premier Boxing Champions.

SHOWTIME CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING® begins at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT
and features hard-hitting super welterweight Erickson “Hammer”
Lubin taking on French contender Zakaria Attou in a 12-round
WBC title elimination bout in the co-main event. Opening the
telecast is a WBA featherweight title eliminator between slick
Mexican southpaw Eduardo Ramirez and power-punching Dominican
Claudio Marrero.

Tickets for the live event, which is promoted by Lions Only
Promotions and TGB Promotions, are on sale Monday, May 13 at
12 p.m. CT and can be purchased through Ticketmaster. Charlo
vs. Adams is promoted in association with Banner Promotions
and The Tournament of Contenders.

“Jermall Charlo is already a star and on June 29 he gets to
bring the excitement that follows him into every fight back to
his hometown of Houston,” said Tom Brown, President of TGB
Promotions.  “We  can’t  wait  to  see  the  fans  embrace  their
champion and push him to another electric performance at NRG
Arena  and  live  on  SHOWTIME.  He’s  going  to  have  tricky
opposition  in  middleweight  contender  Brandon  Adams,  who’s
highly motivated to upset Jermall’s homecoming. It’s going to
be a great atmosphere in Houston and I’m sure that will propel
each man to be at their very best.”

“I am very happy for Brandon to have this great opportunity,”

https://www.abramsboxing.com/unbeaten-top-middleweight-jermall-charlo-makes-hometown-return-battle-brandon-adams-saturday-june-29-live-showtime-nrg-arena-houston-presented-premier-boxing-champions/
https://www.abramsboxing.com/unbeaten-top-middleweight-jermall-charlo-makes-hometown-return-battle-brandon-adams-saturday-june-29-live-showtime-nrg-arena-houston-presented-premier-boxing-champions/
https://www.abramsboxing.com/unbeaten-top-middleweight-jermall-charlo-makes-hometown-return-battle-brandon-adams-saturday-june-29-live-showtime-nrg-arena-houston-presented-premier-boxing-champions/


said Artie Pelullo, President of Banner Promotions. “This is
the right fight at the right time in Brandon’s career. I want
to thank SHOWTIME for giving Brandon this chance to prove he
belongs here.”

“Brandon Adams is out to prove once again that The Contender
creates world champions and contenders,” said Jeff Wald of The
Tournament of Contenders.

The 28-year-old Charlo (27-0, 21 KOs) won a world title at
154-pounds when he scored a devastating third-round knockout
of Cornelius Bundrage to win the IBF Junior Middleweight Title
in 2015. Born in Richmond, Texas and growing up in Houston,
Jermall still trains in Houston with renowned coach Ronnie
Shields. He successfully defended his 154-pound title three
times,  including  a  devastating  knockout  of  top  contender
Julian Williams, before moving up in weight to campaign at
middleweight.

Jermall proved to be just as dominant at 160 pounds as he was
at 154 pounds when he made his middleweight debut by stopping
Jorge Sebastian Heiland in the fourth round of their July 2017
bout. He became the interim WBC middleweight champion with a
second round knockout victory over Hugo Centeno, Jr. Jermall
is one-minute older than his identical twin brother, former
champion  Jermell  Charlo,  and  most  recently  defeated  Matt
Korobov to retain his interim title in December.

“It’s time for me to put up for my city of Houston,” said
Charlo. “George Foreman is back and he’s in the middleweight
division. That’s the way I feel about fighting in my hometown.
You know how hot it gets down here in the summer and no one is
going to be able to take this heat that I’m about to deliver.
I’ve been working hard with Ronnie Shields and making some
adjustments and now you’re going to see me back with the
knockout power. I know Brandon Adams is looking at this as a
big opportunity, but it’s a big step up for him. The pressure
isn’t on him. It’s on me, because I’m fighting in my hometown



and I’m going to deliver what the fans have come to expect
from me.”

The  Los  Angeles-native  Adams  (21-2,  13  KOs)  shot  up  the
middleweight  rankings  by  winning  the  2018  reboot  of  The
Contender. He is currently ranked fifth by the WBO and seventh
by the WBA after beating Ievgen Khytrov, Tyrone Brunson, Eric
Walker to make the series’ final, where he defeated Shane
Mosley Jr. by unanimous decision in a 10-round fight.

The 28-year-old’s current run came after a three-year absence
from the ring following a loss to John Thompson in 2015. He
was 17-1 in his first 18 pro fights after turning pro in 2011,
with his only loss coming to Willie Monroe Jr.

“I am very grateful for the opportunity and ready to prove
that I belong in the conversation as one of the top fighters
in  the  middleweight  division,”  said  Adams.  “This  is  an
opportunity that I couldn’t turn down. They must feel that I
am beatable, and want to use my name that I built up on The
Contender, so now I need to show why I won The Contender and
continue my winning ways. Charlo is a solid fighter and he’s a
champion for a reason.I look forward to matching skills with
him and showcasing my ability.”

Lubin (20-1, 15 KOs) is coming off an impressive TKO victory
of Ishe Smith in which Lubin became the first to ever stop the
durable former champion. The 23-year-old from Orlando, Florida
is looking to get back into world title contention and a
victory over Attou will do just that. The only loss of Lubin’s
career came in a world title fight against former champion
Jermell Charlo in October 2017.

Born in Paris, France Attou (29-6-3, 7 KOs) will be making his
U.S debut, having campaigned primarily in his home country. He
is  coming  off  a  unanimous  decision  victory  over  Stefano
Castellucci on March 16. Attou is currently riding a seven-
fight  win  streak  after  having  fought  to  a  draw  against



Emanuele Della Rosa in 2016.

Ramirez (22-1-3, 9 KOs) has strung together two TKO victories
since suffering the only loss of his career, in which he
dropped a unanimous decision to Lee Selby in a world title
match  in  2017.  The  26-year-old  southpaw  from  Los  Mochis,
Sinaloa, Mexico bounced back from the loss with a stoppage
victory over Carlos Jacobo in 2018 and stopped Bryan De Gracia
in his last fight on March 2 on SHOWTIME.

Marrero  (23-3,  17  KOs)  is  keen  to  get  back  into  the
championship ranks and wants to remove the sting of losing a
unanimous decision to Tugstsogt Nyambayar in his last fight in
January.  The  30-year-old  southpaw  from  Santo  Domingo,
Dominican Republic won the interim WBA featherweight title
with a knockout victory over Carlos Zambrano in 2017. Five
months later he lost the title to Jesus Rojas, but he bounced
back  from  that  loss  with  an  impressive  knockout  of  then
unbeaten Jorge Lara in April 2018.

# # #

For  more  information  visit  www.SHO.com/Sports,
www.PremierBoxingChampions.com,  follow  on  Twitter
@ShowtimeBoxing,  @PremierBoxing,  @TGBPromotions  and
@Swanson_Comm  or  become  a  fan  on  Facebook  at
www.Facebook.com/SHOBoxing.

RUBEN VILLA vs. LUIS ALBERTO
RUIZ FINAL WEIGHTS, QUOTES &

https://www.abramsboxing.com/ruben-villa-vs-luis-alberto-ruiz-final-weights-quotes-photos-shobox-new-generation-tripleheader-tomorrow-live-showtime/
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PHOTOS  FOR  SHOBOX:  THE  NEW
GENERATION  TRIPLEHEADER
TOMORROW LIVE ON SHOWTIME®
ONTARIO,  Calif.  –  May  9,  2019  –  Undefeated  featherweight
prospect  Ruben  Villa  and  once-beaten  and  top-15  ranked
contender Luis Alberto Lopez both made weight a day before
their  main  event  showdown  on  ShoBox:  The  New  Generation
Friday, May 10 live on SHOWTIME (10:30 p.m. ET/PT) from Omega
Products Events Center in Corona, Calif.

The 22-year-old Villa (15-0, 5 KOs) returns in a 10-round bout
for his second consecutive test on the prospect developmental
series after dispatching then-unbeaten Ruben Cervera in the
first ShoBox telecast of 2019. The two-time National Golden
Gloves Amateur Champion and highly touted prospect will take
on the Mexican Lopez (17-1, 8 KOs), who is coming off an upset
victory over Ray Ximenez in his U.S. debut in February.

In  the  co-feature,  fast-rising  21-year-old  Texan  Michael
Dutchover (12-0, 9 KOs) will take on late replacement Rosekie
Cristobal (15-3, 11 KOs) of the Philippines in an eight-round
super  lightweight  contest.  In  the  opening  bout  of  the
tripleheader,  undefeated  bantamweight  prospect  Saul  Sanchez
(11-0, 6 KOs) battles Mexican Brandon Benitez (14-1, 6 KOs) in
an 10-round bout.

Friday’s ShoBox telecast immediately follows the premiere of
ALL ACCESS: WILDER vs. BREAZEALE at 10 p.m. ET/PT on SHOWTIME.

Tickets for the event, which is promoted by Banner Promotions
and Thompson Boxing, are priced at $125, $75 and $60 and can
be purchased online at www.thompsonboxing.com or by calling
714-935-0900.

FINAL WEIGHTS, REFEREES AND JUDGES
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Featherweight 10-Round Bout
Ruben Villa – 125 lbs.
Luis Alberto Lopez – 125 ½ lbs.
Referee: Thomas Taylor; Judges: Dr. Lou Moret, Max DeLuca,
Fernando Villarreal

Super Lightweight 8-Round Bout
Michael Dutchover – 138 lbs.
Rosekie Cristobal – 137 ¾ lbs.
(Contracted weight is 138 pounds)
Referee: Zachary Young; Judges: Carla Caiz, Max DeLuca, Dr.
Lou Moret

Bantamweight 10-Round Bout
Saul Sanchez – 118 lbs.
Brandon Benitez – 117 lbs.
Referee: Raul Caiz Jr.; Judges: Dr. Lou Moret, Max DeLuca,
Rudy Barragan
Note: All refs and judges are from California

Here’s what the fighters had to say before they weighed in at
the Doubletree Hilton in Ontario.

FINAL QUOTES:

RUBEN VILLA
“I thought I had a decent performance in my fight against
Ruben Cervera on ShoBox and it’s great to be out there again
on TV and in my first main event.

“Boxing fans are starting to know my name. A lot of them don’t
know I had wins over Devin Haney, Shakur Stevenson and Gary
Russell in the amateurs and have stayed active since turning
pro. I’m ready for this and to can’t wait to be a main event
fighter on ShoBox.

“I know I’m in one of boxing’s toughest divisions and I look
up to all the top guys at 126 pounds. Shakur Stevenson and I
have talked about fighting in the future, and it might just



happen someday.”

“My training team of Max Garcia and Dean Familton have me
ready and I’m more prepared for this fight than any I’ve ever
been.  I  am  confident  that  style  is  going  to  confuse  my
opponent.

“If I’m up 8-0 I’m not going to mail it in and just run
around,  but  I  won’t  get  careless  either.  The  wins  are
important  and  we  will  get  it  however  we  can.

“This is going to be a step-up fight for me because Lopez is
coming off a huge win and has a lot of confidence. I’ve gotten
better in my last three training camps dictating the pace and
going forward. I want to be a multi-dimensional fighter.

“I  just  turned  22  years  old  last  month  and  I’m  still
developing. I know I’m known for putting on clinics and I know
that inner beast is in me.

“I won’t give him a chance to take advantage of what will make
him successful. I’m not a slow starter, but I’ll take my time
to figure out what I need to do to get my opponent out of
there.”

LUIS ALBERTO LOPEZ:
“I wasn’t supposed to win my last fight and it was in America
so I’m coming in with a lot of confidence. I know now I can go
outside of my country and my comfort zone. I believe in myself
and know I can do it.

“I would call my opponent a good boxer without much power. We
respect Villa’s record but he hasn’t fought anyone.

“My nickname is ‘venado’ which means deer in Spanish. I got it
from my speed in soccer growing up.

“Most of my opponents have been too slow for me. I can move so
I’m looking forward to being in there with someone with speed.
I can change up strategies depending on what he shows.



“I was 19 years old when I started and had only 12 or 15
fights in the amateurs and turned pro after only one year. I
have boxing in my blood and fought 2,000 fights on the street,
and most of those I won.”

MICHAEL DUTCHOVER:
“You won’t believe how excited I am right now. This is my TV
debut and I’m actually very calm and just ready to go.

“I’m not worried about the last-minute change in opponents. I
know he’s a tall southpaw, but that doesn’t worry me. It’s
nothing I haven’t seen before.

“I’ve sparred with world champions and some other southpaws in
the past like Jessie Magdaleno. We’ve done some mitt work from
the left stance and we’ll be ready for whatever my opponent
brings. I’m going to have to use my angles against a taller
fighter.

“I believe my ring generalship and my ring IQ is going to win
out over an inexperienced fighter.

“My older brother Junior Dutchover has always pushed me and
always says, ‘Someday that is going to be you on TV.’ And here
we are and it’s actually happening tomorrow night.

“I had a good amateur career and my progression as a pro is
right where I want it to be. This is the biggest opportunity
of my career and I need to take advantage of it.

“Ruben Villa and I are very close friends and we go way back
in the amateurs. We went 1-1 and I was 13 or 14 at the time. I
also fought Devin Haney also in the amateurs.”

ROSEKIE CRISTOBAL
“I took this fight on short notice because it was the biggest
chance I’ve ever been given. I have been in the gym, working
out at Freddie Roach’s Wild Card Gym in Hollywood. I have
sparred with Ivan Baranchyk and other top guys. I’m ready to



go.

“My style is aggressive and technical – it depends on my
opponent. I just want to give a good performance.”

SAUL SANCHEZ
“This is my first time on national TV and I’m excited. I’m
ready to give everyone a show. I’m a come forward fighter and
exciting to watch.

“I haven’t fought since I broke my left pinky during round six
of my last fight against Luis Saavedra in October. I didn’t
have surgery and just put it in a splint. I felt a little pain
when I first started hitting the bag.

“I’m quiet outside of the ring but once I get in the ring I
let it fly. That’s why they call me ‘The Beast.’

BRANDON BENITEZ
“I’ve been mostly fighting in Venezuela so I know a lot of
people may not know me. This is my opportunity to show my
skills. I’m more of a skilled boxer but at the same time I can
fight on the inside and be aggressive.

“I’m so happy to be here and appreciate the opportunity to
fight. It really is a dream come true.

“I’ve studied my opponent a little bit and he looks like a
strong fighter who likes to crash in the ring, and we look
forward to that. But I want to box.”

# # #

For  more  information  visit  www.sho.com/sports  follow  on
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, #ShoBox, or become a fan
on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/SHOSports.

About ShoBox: The New Generation
Since its inception in July 2001, the critically acclaimed
SHOWTIME  boxing  series,  ShoBox:  The  New  Generation  has



featured young talent matched tough. The ShoBox philosophy is
to televise exciting, crowd-pleasing and competitive matches
while  providing  a  proving  ground  for  willing  prospects
determined to fight for a world title. Some of the growing
list  of  the  79  fighters  who  have  appeared  on  ShoBox  and
advanced to garner world titles includes: Errol Spence Jr.,
Andre Ward, Deontay Wilder, Erislandy Lara, Shawn Porter, Gary
Russell  Jr.,  Lamont  Peterson,  Guillermo  Rigondeaux,  Nonito
Donaire, Devon Alexander, Carl Froch, Robert Guerrero, Timothy
Bradley, Jessie Vargas, Juan Manuel Lopez, Chad Dawson, Paulie
Malignaggi,  Ricky  Hatton,  Kelly  Pavlik,  Paul  Williams  and
more.

VIDEO:  AY  IN  CAMP:  Ruben
Villa | Villa vs. Lopez | May
10 on SHOWTIME

UNDEFEATED  FEATHERWEIGHT
PROSPECT RUBEN VILLA TO FACE
ONCE-BEATEN  LUIS  ALBERTO
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LOPEZ  IN  MAIN  EVENT  OF
SHOBOX:  THE  NEW
GENERATIONFRIDAY, MAY 10 LIVE
ON SHOWTIME®
NEW YORK – April 23, 2019 – Undefeated featherweight prospect
Ruben Villa will face once-beaten and top-15 ranked contender
Luis  Alberto  Lopez  in  the  main  event  of  ShoBox:  The  New
Generation on Friday, May 10 live on SHOWTIME at 10:30 p.m.
ET/PT from Omega Products International in Corona, Calif.

The 22-year-old Villa (15-0, 5 KOs) returns in a 10-round bout
for his second consecutive test on the prospect developmental
series after dispatching then-unbeaten Ruben Cervera in the
first ShoBox telecast of 2019. The two-time National Golden
Gloves Amateur Champion and highly touted prospect Villa will
take on the Mexican Lopez (17-1, 8 KOs), who is coming off an
upset victory over Ray Ximenez in his U.S. debut in February.

In  the  co-feature,  fast-rising  21-year-old  Texan  Michael
Dutchover  (12-0,  9  KOs)  will  take  on  fellow  undefeated
prospect and former Chilean National Champion Ramon Mascarena
Jr. (10-0, 5 KOs) in an eight-round contest. In the opening
bout of the tripleheader that features six fighters with a
combined  two  losses,  undefeated  bantamweight  prospect  Saul
Sanchez (11-0, 6 KOs) battles Mexican Brandon Leon Benitez
(14-1, 6 KOs).

Tickets for the event, which is promoted by Banner Promotions
and Thompson Boxing, are priced at $125, $75 and $60 and can
be purchased online at www.thompsonboxing.com or by calling
714-935-0900.

“This ShoBox show brings back former amateur standout Ruben
Villa in his toughest test to date as he continues his quest
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to  turn  from  prospect  to  contender,”  said  Gordon  Hall,
Executive Producer of ShoBox: The New Generation. “We get to
see for the first time unbeaten Michael Dutchover, who went
130-17  in  the  amateurs,  and  now  faces  his  first  unbeaten
opponent. In the opener, we have ShoBox newcomer and unbeaten
Saul Sanchez who will try to stand out against a once beaten
opponent.  All  three  top  amateurs,  top  pro  prospects  and
looking to make a name for themselves as must see fighter.
Only time will tell.”

“I am very excited for Ruben [Villa] and Michael {Dutchover],”
said  Artie  Pelullo,  President  and  CEO,  Banner  Promotions.
Ruben is headlining the May 10 ShoBox in just his second time
on the network. There is a lot of pressure on this 22-year-
old, as he is expected to achieve and produce great things due
to  his  amateur  background.  Michael  is  the  diamond  in  the
rough. Also an amateur standout who has power in either hand,
he is looking for this SHOWTIME event to be his coming out
party. The best thing I can say about Ruben and Michael is
that there’s a lot of pressure on these two young men to
perform  at  the  highest  level,  and  I  believe  they  are
absolutely up for it and they look forward to prove that they
can  make  a  mark  in  their  respective  weight  classes.  The
pressure doesn’t seem to bother them.”

“This is our 19th anniversary and what better way to celebrate
it than with three of our top prospects fighting on ShoBox,”
said Ken Thompson, President, Thompson Boxing. “It will be a
real pleasure to put on a heck of a show alongside our friend
Artie Pelullo as we witness Ruben [Villa], Michael [Dutchover]
and Saul [Sanchez] take huge steps towards stardom.”

Villa, who started boxing when he was just five years old,
compiled  an  impressive  166-17  record  as  an  amateur.  The
Salinas, Calif. native was a two-time Junior Olympic National
Champion  and  the  2014  and  2015  National  Golden  Gloves
Champion. He owns impressive amateur victories over Shakur
Stevenson, Davin Haney and Gary Antonio Russell.



Villa  has  registered  15  consecutive  professional  victories
since turning pro in 2016 shortly after the Olympic Trials,
including  a  dominating  unanimous  decision  over  Cervera  in
hisShoBox debut in January. A legitimate prospect, Villa hopes
to continue his rapid ascension in the featherweight ranks
with an impressive showing against Lopez.

“I am very excited to get the opportunity to headline on
ShoBox after being the co-feature earlier this year,” said
Villa.  “I  have  been  working  really  hard  and  getting  good
sparring in Riverside. My opponent is 17-1, and he has won
some regional titles. He is no stick in the mud. I know he
comes forward and that should make for an exciting fight. I am
looking to put on a great performance because I know a win
will open doors for bigger fights.”

Lopez, a native of Mexicali, Mexico, is coming off the biggest
win of his career. In his U.S. debut and first fight outside
of Mexico, Lopez won a technical decision over prospect Ray
Ximenez to pick up the vacant WBO International Featherweight
title. Ranked the No. 11 featherweight in the world by the
WBO, the 21-year-old Lopez has won his last five bouts since
suffering his only defeat as a pro to Abraham Montoya in 2018.

“I have a belt for a reason and I’m going to defend it proudly
on May 10,” said Lopez. “I know Ruben Villa is regarded as a
top prospect, but I know I’m better than him and I’m planning
to show the world on May 10th.”

The 21-year-old Dutchover, from Midland, Texas, began boxing
when  he  was  eight  years  old  compiling  a  notable  amateur
record. He was a runner-up at the 2016 National Golden Gloves
and a Bronze Medalist in the 2016 Olympic qualifiers. Turning
pro in 2016 at the age of 18, Dutchover has won his first 12
professional  fights,  including  knockouts  in  his  last  four
bouts.

“I’m very excited, I’ve been working for this opportunity all



my life,” said Dutchover, who now trains in Los Angeles under
the tutelage of Danny Zamora. “I know my opponent is tough and
durable. Being on ShoBox is a great opportunity and it is the
next steppingstone to reach my ultimate goal, and that is to
become world champion.”

Chilean-born  Mascarena,  who  currently  resides  in  Tijuana,
Mexico and trains in San Diego, Calif., turned pro in 2017 and
has compiled a perfect record through his first ten contests-
all within just 12 months. Fighting exclusively in his home
country, Mascarena will finally be able to make his U.S. debut
after he had a fight fall through in late 2018 and a second
fight cancelled in February. Mascarena, who has fought mostly
at 140 pounds, has not fought since his unanimous decision
victory over Hector Medina 10 months ago.

“I’ve been in top share for a while now, I was set to fight in
February but my fight got cancelled,” said the 25-year-old
Mascarena. “I come from a family of boxers and we take the
sweet science very seriously. On May 10, I will not only be
fighting to make a good impression in my U.S. debut, I will be
fighting for my family and my entire country. I will make them
proud.”

The 21-year-old Sanchez, of Encino, Calif., began boxing when
he was eight and compiled an amateur record of 90-18 before
turning pro at 19 years old. Fighting exclusively in his home
state of California, Sanchez has built up an 11-0 record under
famed trainer Joel Diaz. The brother of featherweight prospect
Emilio Sanchez, Saul is coming off a majority decision over
Luis  Fernando  Saavedra  but  faces  a  stiff  step-up  in
competition  against  Benitez.

“I’ve always dreamed of having an opportunity like this,” said
Sanchez. “To fight on national television against a tough guy
like Benitez. I know this fight will not be easy, but I’m
ready. I will shine on May 10.”



Benitez, from Queretaro, Mexico, has stayed busy in late 2018
and early 2019, fighting four times in a span of six months.
The 21-year-old, who fought 186 times as an amateur, is the
lone blemish on featherweight prospect Chaise Nelson’s resume.
Benitez has won five fights in a row since the only loss of
his career, which came to then 10-0 and current 20-0 Mexican
Irving Turrubiartes.

“I’m young and hungry and I know Saul Sanchez is a great
opponent  for  me,  but  I’m  not  concerned  about  him,”  said
Benitez. “I don’t think he does anything special in the ring.
I do, I’m confident I will win. I’m going for the KO.”

Barry Tompkins will call the ShoBox action from ringside with
Steve Farhood and former world champion Raul Marquez serving
as expert analysts. The executive producer is Gordon Hall with
Richard Gaughan producing and Chuck McKean directing.

# # #

For  more  information  visit  www.sho.com/sports  follow  on
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, #ShoBox, or become a fan
on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/SHOSports.

About ShoBox: The New Generation
Since its inception in July 2001, the critically acclaimed
SHOWTIME  boxing  series,  ShoBox:  The  New  Generation  has
featured young talent matched tough. The ShoBox philosophy is
to televise exciting, crowd-pleasing and competitive matches
while  providing  a  proving  ground  for  willing  prospects
determined to fight for a world title. Some of the growing
list  of  the  79  fighters  who  have  appeared  on  ShoBox  and
advanced to garner world titles includes: Errol Spence Jr.,
Andre Ward, Deontay Wilder, Erislandy Lara, Shawn Porter, Gary
Russell  Jr.,  Lamont  Peterson,  Guillermo  Rigondeaux,  Nonito
Donaire, Devon Alexander, Carl Froch, Robert Guerrero, Timothy
Bradley, Jessie Vargas, Juan Manuel Lopez, Chad Dawson, Paulie
Malignaggi,  Ricky  Hatton,  Kelly  Pavlik,  Paul  Williams  and



more.

Petr Petrov Scores 4th Round
Stoppage in Homeland of Spain
PHILADELPHIA, PENN. (MARCH 24, 2019)–On Saturday, lightweight
contender Petr Petrov scored a 4th round stoppage over Hermin
Isava in Petrov’s home country of Spain.

The fight was Petrov’s 1st fight in Spain in almost seven
years.

With  the  win,  Petrov  raises  his  mark  to  39-6-2  with  20
knockouts, and the former Boxcino champion and two-time world
title  challenger  is  ready  for  another  run  at  a  world
championship.

“I know Petr was happy to fight at home, and he was thrilled
to fight, and win very impressively in front of his family and
friends. Now we will look to bring him back in a significant
fight  that  he  deserves,”  sad  Banner  Promotions  President,
Arthur Pelullo.
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